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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Professional with experience in a relevant subject  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Alex Jones MBA, MA, FFA 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

As a football fan, I find that the Act treats me as a lesser person than someone who watches other sporting 
events in the UK. Where similar laws should be applied but are not. (Ie Rugby, Boxing etc) 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

A) Currently police in Police Scotland, fail to act in like manner when matches involve Rangers and Celtic. 
Sectarian abuse and common practice with both sets of fans but no action is taken on the scale it should 
be, yet it appears when a visiting support attends either venue Ibrox or Parkhead similar Sectarian 
attitudes are punished or action taken by Police officials.  
B) Football Clubs cannot be held responsible for the fans actions and from my knowledge of the game 
Clubs do try to carry out all needful precautions. Current Police Costs mean a more likely use of 
Stewarding by unprofessional people who under normal circumstances would be incapable of deciding 
when a law was being broken. 
C) The Act has not stopped Pitch invasions or trouble ( Scottish cup final - 2016) for example where a 
major hooligan element took it on themselves to over celebrate and misbehave. However the police in 
this instance were slow to react and failed to carry out their task in a proper manner. 
 
Repeal of the Act will ensure that the fans and their Club can be seen as responsible for their actions, 
and the Scottish Football authorities could then act in particular against the major offending Old Firm 
Clubs which they fail to do currently.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

High profile Press Coverage of incidents should be reduced and politicians with limited knowledge of the 
game and its followers should cease interfering in how it is organised.  
The police should act in a less challenging manner to football fans as they appear to do with other 
spectator sports. They must also cease to appease the Old Firm Clubs and the Fans of Sectarianism who 
follow them in great numbers. 
 
Currently TV funding has seen Scottish Football moved to times unsuitable to many and adly has caused 
some drink infused supporters enter grounds causing undue problems. 
 
All seater Stadiums have problems where by people at grounds such as Pittodrie, Celtic park have 
impaired vision areas when one even if you stand cannot see the match in a proper way. this causes 
problems for other forced to stand to try to see the match also. The game is expensive to watch so they 
feel cheated as a result.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Partially supportive  

 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

Freedom of expression sadly is a modern day phenomenon which has come about as has the term 
"political correctness". Sectarianism and Racism has been around throughout my lifetime (67 years) and 
for most of that time it was considered part of everyday life. 
 
One tries at all times to be as correct regarding the law, faith, belief and friendship with resorting to 
inflaming others. Political Correctness has become a major problem in recent times (last 20 years) and 
this is why this Act has come about. Politicians try to appease those of a particular persuasion and lack of 
'common sense' approach to life as one has been used to  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

How does one determine reasonable steps. One club has banned a spectator from their ground who has 
been found not guilty in court for a verbal shout at a player "Irish P...k". Reported to police after the game, 
but failing to be proven in Court. The club has acted but is it justified given the player was Irish, is the word 
"P...K so badly offensive. I feel the action of the Player who reported the offense more worrying. He (the 
player) sadly moved Clubs for better money transfer and will still suffer abuse elsewhere. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Quite simply have the Police utilise the previous laws appropriate to the game before the Act came into 
use. 
It worked before and can work again if all parties fans, Football clubs, politicians and the football 
authorities use "common sense and and act correctly". 
Take the fear out of "possible bad behaviour" by stopping the ill advise laws put in the Act.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Broadly cost-neutral 

Comments: 

The cost of any law should be cost- neutral to all parties. By repealing the Act, Court costs will be reduced, 
club costs might also reduce as less Police costs will be required and for the fans they will feel less 



Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

intimated by the Police presence about a Ground. Perhaps see them as Guardians of the people not 
tyrants over them trying to impose their way on them. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

As stated previously political correctness has become a major source of many of the problems and all the 
people mentioned in the previous page have been with us for a lifetime and many before. Football as we 
know it has been around since the 19th Century with the same community and people. People have not 
changed only the "political correctness/ Wrongness ", is causing the problem. 
 
If these people act in a suitable manner then no negative impact will be happening to them. They are aan 
accepted part of major society, and they too must act in a proper manner to society.  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

Just Repeal the Act and let Football in Scotland become the fitting spectator Sport that is so much 
wanted by the fans of Football in Scotland  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

None. 
I go to matches at home and away every week and watch the game, as a fan but also sadly the Police 
authorities acting in a manner hardly conducive to happy spectating, in particular in Glasgow.  

 

 


