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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Simon Campbell 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Rather than deal with offensive behavior at football this bill has resulted in Police in Scotland inventing 
reasons to arrest people. One need only look at the numerous cases where Procurator fiscal and Judges 
throw cases out due to insufficient evidence. It is hard not to draw the conclusion that senior Police officers 
have abused this hastily concocted legislation as a means to provide overtime pay at a time of austerity 
across the entire public sector. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

The advantages to the Police and Justice system is that people like me may one day find respect for 
Police.  
 
I know of a number of fans who had their life put on hold for months and incur great expense as a 
consequence of actions they did not engage in which police took frivolous cases to court over. I do not 
now trust anyone in a Police uniform, I have witnessed many cases of Police misconduct and lies.  
 
There are no disadvantages to the Police and Justice system in the repeal of this Bill.  
 
Many Football clubs already want to repeal this Bill, the advantages will be regaining further trust of the 
men, women and children who pay over hard earned money, without which not a single football club in 
the Country would exist.  
 
For Supporters it would mean that they would be treated equally to fans of every other sport in the 
country. I took my son to Commonwealth games events and we were greeted with smiles, warm 
welcomes and courtesy.  
 
When I take him to Football we are treated like we are violent criminals. We are shouted at and my 7 year 
old was threatened by a Police officer for not moving fast enough in a crowded concourse. When I 
complained the sergeant attending laughed at me and asked if I wanted to spend the weekend in a Jail 
cell.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Enforce the laws that were in place long before this daft act was created. Using sectarian language has 
been illegal for a long time however Police in Scotland never acted on that.  
 
What should Politicians do? Lots of things but they won't, they never do.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Ill conceived, badly worded and applied disgustingly. No need for it to be in place. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

Demand the Police use existing legislation rather than creating such poorly thought out bills and then 
deliberately misappropriating them.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

No, what is offensive is a subject issue. I find cutting NHS spending while at the same time using 
unmanned drones to bomb innocent civilians in the middle east utterly offensive. Does that mean I can call 
my local Police station and have the Prime Minister arrested? I wish it did but it dosen't! The word 
"offensive" was used as then Justice Committee Chair Christine Graham said so that "the law should be 
seen as an evening-up process" Christine and her colleagues wanted to ensure re election by making sure 
that as many Celtic fans were arrested as Rangers fans were rather than actually doing something to 
tackle real illegal (sectarian) conduct at Football. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Anyone convicted under the Bill should have their record expunged and the Chief Constable should be 
made write a letter of apology to everyone taken to court.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure 



Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Comments: 

This bill is idiotic! Don't put a price on its repeal until such time as you have investigated, published and 
allowed peer review of what the cost of it's implementation was! Jeezo, what a daft question that was. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

The bill does not help those groups in anyway, it is incapable of helping them.  
 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

The failure to repeal this bill will pay a significant part in my choice of whom I vote for in every election 
going forward.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

Yes, took my son to a Celtic game, my son who was 8 at the time was pushed by a Police officer and told 
to "get f**kin' moving" when there was a crowd all around him. I asked the Officer why he put his hands 
on my son and was laughed at.  
 
I complained to a sergeant who witnessed the incident and was told if I didn't "f**king move" that I would 
spend the weekend in jail, I asked what would I be in jail for and the Sergeant told me "for any f**king 
reason he could be bothered to make up under offensive behavior at Football, maybe you sang a provo 
song, who cares, the judge will believe me and convict you, now F**KIN MOVE"  
 
This daft bill has taught my son one thing. Police are not to be trusted.  

 

 


