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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

As a regular attender of football matches, at home and away grounds, with my 13 year old son, I have 
witnessed a distinct change in the relationship between Police and fans that I believe is directly linked to 
the introduction of this bill. My son and I are regularly videoed by police, in particular at away grounds. We 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

find this intrusive and unpleasant - it is entirely unjustifiable. I have followed many cases though the press 
of what can only be described as harassment of fans by police - dawn raids on young fans to arrest them 
for such heinous crimes as signing songs that have offended a notional 'reasonable' person - judged as 
such only by Police witnesses. The Bill is inconsistent in its application - this is inevitable with a law where 
the 'crime' is subjective in nature. Thankfully many members of the justice system have also felt that the 
Bill delivered a poorly framed law - many cases have been dismissed, with withering criticism for both the 
law, and for its over-zealous application by some members of the Police. From its outset - the Bill's 
underlying arguments and driving forces have been entirely questionable - I watched the performance of 
Christine Grahame in discussions with experts before the Bill's introduction openly saying that one of the 
reasons for the proposed Bill was to allow them to be able to arrest Celtic fans for singing songs that were 
neither sectarian nor racist - and which therefore could not be prosecuted under existing legislation 
(primarily because, of course, they were not illegal). This was a most extraordinary discussion - rarely 
have I witnessed an MP trying to justify a new law specifically aimed at climinalising an otherwise law 
abiding group of people, for doing something that would be - in any other sphere of life outwith a football 
match - completely legal. Utterly bizzarre reasoning from Ms Grahame. Ultimately, I believe this Bill has 
also served to harm the reputation of the Police, and the ability of the Police force to carry out it's vital 
public safety duty with the cooperation of the football-attending population. It has driven a wedge between 
fans and those elements of the force who Police this Bill - some very over-enthusiastically. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

Please refer to my previous reply - I believe this covers these questions generally. 
 
In terms of football clubs - a better relationship between fans and police (which may eventually return 
following repeal of the Bill) - can only benefit clubs through less confrontational crowd-control.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

It is the case that rampant anti-Irish and anti-catholic sectarian sentiments are expressed in song and 
action by 10's of thousands every week live on TV - with gusto, and without fear of any action being taken 
against the perpetrators. 
 
This has long been the case in Scotland - it has been ignored and continues to be ignored on a weekly 
basis.  
 
It is Scotland's embarrassing 'elephant in the room' - Scotland's Shame, if you will. 
 
Until this is brought out into the open and recognised for what it is, then the situation will not change in 
Scotland. 
 
As previously mentioned - rather than lance this particular boil - Ms Grahame and others have sought to 
mask it by criminalising otherwise law-abiding football fans - the main aim seems to be to comfort 
themselves by being able to justify their 'one is as bad as the other' viewpoint.  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Neutral (neither support nor oppose) 

Comments: 

Internet threats seem to be increasingly serious, vile and threatening. I have not had as much personal 
experience of the impact of this aspect, but do support attempts by the legal system to address this. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

The issue again is the subjective nature of 'offence' in regards communication. 
 
Threatening should be more easy to define. Laws exist already re: racism - apply them in this sphere. 
 
Internet Service Providers need to help Police this area.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Unsure 

Comments: 

This should - to aid analysis - actually be two questions. However - I disagree with strict liability - 
unfortunately the drivers behind (see my previous comments), and application of, this current Bill gives me 
no confidence that strict liability would be applied in an even-handed way. My suspicion in this regard, is 
another unfortunate by-product of such a poor piece of legislation. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

No Response  
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Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

See my response to Q1. 
 
I have also witnessed 'Kettling' of fans for no apparent reason - other than being fans walking to a football 
game - as disgraceful a scene as I have ever witnessed by Scotland's Police. 
 
Subsequent convictions (or lack of them) confirm that the only trouble being caused was prompted by the 
Police actions.  

 

 


