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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Professional with experience in a relevant subject  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

I continiously see fans harrased and intimidated at home and away football matches and feel that it is a 
disgrace. I am subject to police standing in front of me with a camera in my face at almsost every away 
game when i am just a normal girl supporting her team. I do not belong to a fan group, i do not disrupt or 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

make scenes at games i literally go to support my team. Whilst i am bo part of a fan group, i also do not 
feel that anyone should be subject to this treatment if they are. People i know, many of whom have 
respectable professions, have been subject to their faces being plastered across newspaper because this 
act gives the media and police the right to scruitinise every fan for no real reason. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

There is absolutely no advantage to football supporters or clubs with this disgraceful act. It has clearly not 
tackled secterianism and the only thing it has done is turn the normal hard working individual against the 
police, who we originally thought were there to protect us, not accuse us of ridiculous "crimes".  
 
 
The act should be scrapped and any anti-social behaviour or sectarianism should be dealt with in 
accordance to original laws and where necessary the club.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

What deems offensive behaviour? These days it seems to be everything and anything and it is getting out 
of hand.  
 
Fans liason officers should be in place at all clubs so fans voices are heard, adequate stewarding would 
suffice if again, stewards do not antagonise the fans  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

Unless a banner has a direct threat or is racist then freedom of speech should be expressed. If it falls 
under these scenarios then they should absolutely be dealt with with current laws.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   



Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

Absolutely not. The club should not be penalised for a few fans behaviour if they have taken steps to 
control it. The fans themselves should be held responsible. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

No Response  

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Ive seen children fully searched at away games which is rodiculous, especially when no consent has 
been given by an adult.  
 
Unecessary police intimidation including purpose delays going into a game causes a build up people 
which affects people with asthma and disabilities as they are all getting crushed on the way into a ground 
which again i have seen on many occassions.  

 

 



Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

I fully support the repeal of the offensive behaviour act. I am a working class woman who is appauled at 
the impact this bill has had on many peoples lives and careers completely un-necessary.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

My boyfriend was pulled by the police for urinating in the street, as soon as the police became aware he 
supported a particular fan group the police's attitude changed considerably and he was man-handled in 
the street, threw against the wall causing his arms to bruise and watch to break and the police to refuse 
to tell him why he was being put in hand-cuffs. His charge sheet then advised he had "weapon" on him 
and luckily because i had video'd the full thing this was dropped. However we went through 5 months of 
hell, we had to officially launch complaints against the police and spend 3 hours at a time being grilled by 
police about the situation. Had i not video'd the situation my boyfriend would have faced serious charges 
against him, a criminal record and lost his job all because the police can make things up against people 
all because we are working class football fans?  
 
I have several more scenarious but this was the most distressing one for myself.  

 

 


