
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill  

Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Bruce G Taylor 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Existing legislation should be used to prosecute individuals guilty of offensive behaviour at a match. There 
is a lot of legislation in this country that is well intended. Sadly there is a lot of anti-social behaviour. To 
create law that targets football for what is usually a person breaking the law for a non-football reason is to 
miss the point. Good behaviour. Good policing. Arrest using existing law and a committed judiciary that 
operates without bias, these are still capable of being delivered under an existing British democratic 
system. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

Football is important to Scottish culture. It does not help that football is vilified all the time as it results in a 
self perpetuating situation. Society loses it's diversity ultimately. The advantage is for Scottish/British 
society. 
Criminals should be policed, apprehended and prosecuted. A football crowd is actually a fairly easy 
environment to detect offending individuals. If there is any sense that the current ;was are not adequate, I 
would challenge that and suggest that it is a lack of determination on the part of the authorities. Football 
clubs should wholeheartedly work with all agents of the law to root out and exclude offenders. 
There are only disadvantages if there is a failure to police and to follow up with prosecution with 
commensurate sentencing. Another law does not address the root cause.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

All clubs need to take a strong position in relation to fan groups who exhibit anti-social bigoted behaviour. 
People really have moved on and most fans (>90%) are not like this and should not be tainted because 
the love to watch a football team, a simple freedom. 
The public need to be right behind their clubs, the police, stewards and judiciary in supporting the 
removal of delinquent fans. There need to be plain clothes police in the crowds. It should be pointed out 
they are in the crowd. It should be clear that bad behaviour will receive a zero tolerance attitude. 
Consequences should be delivered on fans that do not cooperate. Other fans really need to support the 
police and the clubs. The clubs have to be brave and stand up clearly against bad fans. I am a Rangers 
fan, but still sectarian singing is heard in the crowd, particularly at away matches. How difficult is it really 
to find and arrest these people. The behaviour of Celtic fans at the last Old Firm match was truly 
disgusting. Existing laws could have been used to arrest and prosecute people who were guilty. I do not 
believe that most Celtic fans were proud of this behaviour, anymore that most Rangers fans are proud of 
bigoted behaviour. 
Politicians need to address the issue and avoid being populist or party political when addressing a matter 
that is simply against the law.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

see previous 



 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

Strong policing (plain clothes police in the crowd), good communication of what is being done and why. In 
a time gone by you could see people being escorted from the ground, they were marched round the 
track, there is little evidence of arrest being made at the ground. Yet there is behaviour that is against the 
law. We need strong application of the law, not more law. Full support, unqualified by the clubs and their 
supporters. Let the law work!  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

But only if the evidence is that the club was obstructive to the police in carrying out their duty. The club 
cannot really be responsible for someone who may be delinquent in day to day life who masquerades at 
as a fan and uses it as an opportunity to continue to be anti-social. I would only support such a law if it 
were to extended to the parents of criminal children, i.e. we do not lock these people up.........there may be 
a case for a quid pro quo! 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

no comment  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Some reduction in cost 

Comments: 

Clubs and associations could devote their energy to supporting police action against individual and not in 
defending themselves against litigation. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

We need to be firm on anti-social behaviour across society, not just at football grounds. This problem is 
widespread and endemic in a significant minority of people who do not believe that consequences will 
affect them. 
Orange walks and Green Brigade parades should only take place in stadiums where people who are not 
interested do not have to witness what is bigoted and discriminatory behaviour.  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

None  
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No Response  

 


