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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name) 

Name: 

 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive  



 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

Removing the act would not be disadvantageous in any way for for the police, the justice system, football 
clubs or football fans.  
 
There are only advantages in removing it. In my experience, since this act has been introduced, the 
attitude of police officers within football stadiums has changed dramatically to the detriment of the 
relationship between football fans and the police at matches. Negative experience of police at football 
matches is harmful to this demographic's confidence in the police away from football matches. Individual 
police officers, acting on this legislation, are asked to judge whether or not they believe the behaviour for 
an individual would cause another individual or group of people "offence". The behaviour in question does 
not actually have to offend anyone in particular, it merely has to be adjudged by a police officer that 
"offensive" is an appropriate adjective to describe this behaviour. Trying to enforce this legislation has 
seen police officers wade into crowds of fans and has merely created a problems at the time as they try 
to remove fans. A lot of time is wasted in our courts as football fans go through cases which are long and 
drawn out and often do not end with a conviction as many sheriffs have branded the legislation 
"unworkable". This act only makes the job of the police and our court officials more difficult. This 
legislation has not been without funding either and seems to be a waste of the public's resources. 
 
It would be advantageous to clubs if it were to be removed as clubs have expressed their opposition to 
the act. Football clubs want to encourage fans to come along to their grounds to positively support their 
club, as is part of Scottish culture and something we are renowned for worldwide. They do not want an 
environment where fans feel scared to come to the game and show emotion in case something they 
shout is deemed as "offensive" by a police officer and result in a criminal conviction.  
 
Football fans attending matches, if the act was repealed would be able to freely enjoy the game and show 
passion for their team without fear of prosecution. Many respectable fans have already been convicted 
already under this act for ludicrous reasons. A stated already the relationship between fans and the police 
would perhaps improve. Many people in favour of the act have claimed that it is designed to make football 
a more family friendly environment, yet I feel parents would rather not take their children into an 
environment with an increased police presence where officers stand and film fans with handheld cameras 
for long periods of time in case anyone behaves in a way that could breach the act.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

I do not think there is any need for anyone to intervene to reduce offensive behaviour at football and more 
than any other area of society. Language of a discriminatory nature is covered by existing legislation and 
should the police feel that anyone is behaving in a way that contradicts these legislations, at a football 
match or any other environment they have the power to address that.  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive  

 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

No Response  

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No  
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Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

The act once revoked should end as legislation in this country with immediate effect. It has been a 
disaster since it was implemented. All charges currently outstanding should be dropped against 
individuals and any previous convictions for this should be removed from each person's record.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Some reduction in cost 

Comments: 

I think there would be significant reduction in cost. Since the introduction of this legislation I have noticed a 
massive increase in the number of police officers at matches. There would be no need for this and savings 
could be made on policing. It would also mean less time would be taken in in our courts hearing these 
cases. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

I do not feel there would be any impact, positive or negative, on any of these groups if the act was 
repealed.  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I am a keen fan of Scottish football. I follow the team I support to both home and away matches. Since 
the introduction of this legislation I have noticed an increased police presence at matches. There has 
been a change in attitude from officers towards fans and relationship between fans and police is 
significantly worse. I have seen police officers use tactics I would describe as bullying towards fans they 
are trying to arrest under this act by telling them to give their personal details "voluntarily" or they will "do 
things a different way" - hardly voluntarily. I have heard horror stories which turn out to be true about 
football fans being convicted for chanting about opposition teams using no discriminatory, yet negative 
language about their opponents. All of this is contrary to the passionate culture of supporting your team 
that Scotland is famous for.  

 

 


