
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill  

Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Joanne mc reynolds 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

It is criminilising people who otherwise would never be in court ...like myself ...I was arrested and charged 
1year ago and it completely wrecked my life .. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

It cost so much money that could be put to better use dealing with real crime  
 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

I really do not see the need for this act ....there was already legislation to deal with any bad behaviour....is 
supporting a football team a crime  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

There must be freedom of expression in every walk of life and why is no other sport in Scotland targeted 
like football 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

As previously stated there is other legislation which were used previously  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 



Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Comments: 

I feel as a supporter if the police deem the actions offensive and illegal then they should be published 
....who really knows what is classed as offensive by police Scotland 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

This act is a complete joke ...whereby it's at the discretion of a police officer or the fiscal to decide if a 
persons actions are deemed offensive ...anyone charged under this shambolic act should have their case 
dropped immediately  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

The cost of my case to Scotland was shameful. I live in Ireland and had to travel to Scotland on 3 separate 
occasions...I had to travel the night before so to be in court on time and had to book the latest flight home 
again as I did not know how long I would be keep in Paisley court. The first day was a joke as it literally 
was me standing in court to say my name ..the 2nd day I sat waiting all day and was never called to get 
my case started. To make matters worse there were at least 3 police officers there all day also. Surely 
their wages would have bedn better spent catching real criminals 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

The act affects everyone ...no negative impact what so ever  
 



 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

I lost the last year of my act due to the actions of police Scotland and the fiscal ...I had physical injuries as 
a result of being man handled by 2 male police officers ..I'm a 5ft female aged 47 with 2 children...I've 
never even received a speeding fine ...I used to respect the police but not any more. I ran the risk of 
loosing my job all because I support my football team . The mental scars will always be there. The 
physical force used was totally unacceptable ...thrown into a police van separated from my party ...kept in 
a dirty police cell all night and thrown on the street the next morning not having a clue where I was or how 
I was going to get back to my children in Ireland. Months of flashbacks sleepless nights having to attend 
hospitals doctors and physio appts...having to take seadatives to help me sleep . But not just the impact 
on me. The knock on affect on my 2 children and my elderly parents was immense and has had a 
negative impact on them. All of this was completely unnecessary when the crime rate in Scotland is like 
any other country so high with drugs rapes burglaries just to name a few. And all this to have my charges 
under this act dropped.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

Please see above  
 

 


