
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill  

Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below 
as you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Dawn Neeson 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name 
of your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Two main reasons why i feel this bill should be repealed: 1. As a football fan i am disgusted at being 
singled out for unfair treatment and viewed differently from not only fans of other sports, but other 
members of the public in general. 2. As a taxpayer i am appalled at the ridiculous amount of my hard 
earned money being wasted on this nonsense of a bill. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

The statistics back up that not only is this bill unjust, it is unworkable and costing ridiculous amounts of 
tax payers money, with countless hours of wasted police and judicial system time. This is a fact!! 
Repealing the bill could allow for these hours and funds to be re-directed to addressing 'real' crimes of 
which there are many in more need of attention than a bunch of people watching the football. 
 
I have been attending football matches for many years and i have watched the application of this bill be 
extremely detrimental to the relationship between police and fans which is a huge disadvantage. 
 
Treating football fans like criminals - filming them, taking personal details etc - together with the fear of 
arrest - is putting people off going to the football which is a disadvantage to football clubs particularly in 
these austere times.  
 
Not to mention the disadvantage to the individual supporter if they happen to fall foul to the bill. Dawn 
raids on people's homes, harrassment at work, countless hours lost from work to attend court cases 
dragging on for months sometimes years, fear of losing employment and all that this would entail - to 
family aswell as accused, financial costs incurred and emotional distress and its impact on health. All this 
for singing a song at the football! All the evidence shows that most accused are found not guilty but the 
damage is already done. 

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by 
politicians, the police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

There are laws already in place that the police can utilise against football fans if they are found to be 
breaking the law - just like any other member of the public. There should not be specific laws just for 
football fans!  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 
Act? Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive  

 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you 
think is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of 
expression (for example, use of other legislation)?  

Use of other legislation  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, 
should it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps 
to control fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

Unfair on the clubs. Adults are accountable for their own actions 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 
Act? (Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

All pending cases should have charges dropped  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the 
proposed Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

As discussed in earlier answers, the cost of this existing bill is outrageous and the money would be better 
spent on more worthy causes 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage 
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

No Response  



 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the 
consultation document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I was returning from a football match by train with other fans and on arrival at the station i genuinely 
thought there had been a terrorist alert with the amount of police that were gathered there. As soon as 
the train doors opened all the young male fans were singled out and arrested in the most unexpected and 
aggressive manner. Some being unnecessarily wrestled to the ground and kneeled on. It was horrific not 
only for the young men themselves but also for other fans and members of the general public who 
happened to be on the train. Complaints to the police fell on deaf ears. These fans were arrested under 
the OBFA for apparently singing a song on the train. It took over a year of back and forward to court with 
all the financial and other costs incurred that i have mentioned previously, and each and every one of the 
accused charges were dropped! It would appear that most of the others charged under this act has gone 
the same way.  

 

 


