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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

There are already laws covering bigotry and prejudice that are at the disposal of the police and PFS. All the 
OBA has done in my time of traveling to football is made me more surrounded by police and more heavily 
monitored each time I attend a football match for no good justified reason and I feel there are more important 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

and constructive work that police could be doing. Moreover, of the charges under the Act, if one looks at the 
details of individual cases most notably from FAC at the petitions committee, it is hard to see why anyone 
would back this legislation. One should also be sceptical about any piece of legislation which is supported by 
only one party and opposed by every single other. Finally, this ambiguity and unclear term 'offensive behaviour' 
has meant that people have been not allowed into football grounds for wearing a t-shirt saying 'free Palestine' 
and has meant young teenagers have been subject to intimidation, home visits and interrogation by police for 
swearing. This is the result of a poorly thought out and poor implantation of a law that I find hard to justify and 
have been unsuccessful in finding anyone to persuade me to think that it is. I could go on but I would say FAC 
can articulate and set out much better why the Act should now be abolished. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

No Response  

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Depends what you mean by offensive. Before the Act no other fan had ever done anything that upset me 
enough to call the police or any other authorities. I did however phone to complain about seeing police drag 
out a fan standing nearby me at a game vs Aberdeen (I think) at hampden a few years ago for singing Roll of 
Honour. On the same day, a video of 7 or so police cornering a Celtic fan in a car park (he was about 14 
years old) detaining him and putting severe pressure on his body when it looked as if he wasn't resisting. This 
was at the time of inception of the OBA if I remember correctly and I phoned to enquire how I would complain 
about this. 

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Partially supportive  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

If someone holds a morally repugnant view such as that they hate all members of a religion, community, etc, 
let them have that view and express it so that their disgusting reputation is on the record. If an individual feels 
threatened, harassed or uncomfortable by an individual trying to make their feeling known to them or is being 
targeted, and there is clear presence of a thread then that to me is sufficient warrant for authorities to step in. 
However, this is already covered by existing legislation before the OBTCA.  

 

 



Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Unsure  

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

No Response  

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

Witnessing police harassment and police get aggressive with supporters, being filmed and searched 
repeatedly and having my details taken when I was 14 for wearing a particular scarf associated with a football 
ultras group. My case is very miniscule but I know of much worse.  

 

 


