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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

The disgraceful behavior that tarnished the sport of football in Scotland was allowed to go unfettered for 
decades and this act has allowed the police and judiciary to tackle the abusive behavior that leads to horrifying 
violence which is totally unacceptable and needless. Decades were spent pleading with the football clubs to do 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

something about it did they did nothing to stop it. Therefore I fully support this act as the football 
clubs/supporter groups are inept at controlling their fans behavior. The aggressively provoking chanting/singing 
which lead to horrible scenes at last seasons cup final still exists, so football fans cannot be trusted to 
supervise themselves. Until such time as they can prove that they can control themselves and act in a 
responsible manner this act must remain. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

Disadvantages of the repealing of this act, would mean no action could be taken to prevent violent conflict 
arising from the fans provoking one another i.e. The police would have to wait until the violence occurred 
before acting. 
 
The justice system would be dealing with violent behavior rather than abusive behavior, meaning longer 
prison sentences and lives ruined, rather than warnings and allowing the offender to realise that behavior 
should not be tolerated. 
 
Football clubs will dismissed as places of violence, not safe for families etc. 
 
Football supporters will again become pariahs, where the actions of the few will be tolerated and encouraged 
and taint all. 

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Penalties to the clubs for their supporters behavior, points deducted for audible chanting abusive slogans etc. 
 
Cost of policing/medical care in the surrounding area before and after matches be partially born by the clubs 
as fines. 
 
These would have be legal requirements in place alongside the OFBA act, if over time these help motivate 
the clubs to regulate the behavior of their fans then look again at the acts usefulness. 

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

See previous comments 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

You should have the right to think, do anything you like, as long as it does not cause harm to anyone else. 
 
If football supporters require to sing songs, chant slogans that cause harm others then they can do it in 
private, not in public spaces, especially football grounds that are broadcast to thousands. 

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

See previous comment 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Do not wish the to be repealed at this time.  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 



Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Do not repeal the act  
 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No Response  

 


