
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill  

Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Gordon Smith 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

It serves a purpose, and needs to be enforced. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

It would be a disadvantage. 
Repeal sends the wrong message that bigotry is acceptable. 
The bigot , hate filled behavior and language used at grounds should be stamped out. 
 
If any child is liable to be upset or effected by any unsavory behavior, that behavior should be stamped out. 
 
This present bill will do that if strictly applied. 

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

 
Clubs should be held accountable for allowing any fan repeated entry or to them behave repeatedly in an 
defensive or bigoted way. 
 
1 offence and the fan is barred and kept out, 3 strikes allowing that same fan to re-enter should have the club 
fined a set amount per fan, increasing as the repeated entry is allowed. 
 
Once the accumulated club offense rate for admitted barred fans in a season, reaches 10% of the average 
gate entry, next game should be played behind closed doors. 
 
 

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

Once again , fulfills the purpose. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Freedom of expression does not include incitement to hatred or open and abusive expressions of that hatred. 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

 
No Tolerance should be allowed.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Unsure 

Comments: 

What a nonsense question? How long is this piece of string, is it too long as it is Blue? Yes or NO? Yes, I 
would support clubs being penalised for offensive behavior, as I already expressed in earlier comments. The 
Clubs should be under "Strict Liability", Then also legitimate fans themselves will have an incentive to make 
sure their clubs interests are not prejudiced by behaviour of other "Thugs" and "Bigots".  

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Only an increase in the laws against the is behaviour is acceptable, do not reduce them. 
 
But enforce them also. 

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Some reduction in cost 

Comments: 

Increase in costs to whom? Once this behaviour is stamped out, we all win. Good, hard, strong laws in addition 
to what exist is what we need.  

 

Page 16: Equalities   



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

You assume negative impact, or is that the dynamic of the question system? 
 
This bill to repeal the current act should be abandoned. More powers should be given to police and clubs to 
stamp out offensive behaviour, which only happens within a very narrow group of supporters, and that within 
what I have seen 1 club. 
 
Why not ban that club from the SPL.  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

This bill should be abandoned, and replaced with one to reinforce the current act. 
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I've been a games where the behavior is a disgrace. Felt the game should be stopped and whole area for 
noisy bigoted fans cleared before the game restarts. That is my solution.  

 

 


