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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Academic with expertise in a relevant subject  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

James scott 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

I believe the Labour party in Scotland in conjunction with others is attempting to repeal this Act on purely 
ideological grounds simply because the SNP are short of an overall majority, and this being the case plus the 
overwhelming support this Act actually has on the ground particularly among women will lead to a massive 
local council electoral defeat such as has not been seen before in Scotland for the Labour party and if that is 
the settled will of an already battered and embittered party then so be it For those who support the Labour 
party in this folly, time will prove to be unkind to them also at the next Holyrood elections If the Labour party in 
Scotland are to survive in any form they must begin to embrace the needs and desires of the electorate and 
fight the Tories at every turn or they will be consigned to an even lower position than they enjoy at present The 
SNP is the wrong opponent to pick and this misuse of tiny fleeting power given Parliament's numbers is more 
than foolish it's reckless and completely ill thought out 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

There are no advantages in repealing this act especially at this time when the two top teams in Scotland are 
now back in contention, both of these football teams are followed by an element unwanted by most ordinary 
people in Scotland and bring shame to our Nation  
Any extra tool that can be provided to strengthen the arsenal of Police Scotland to combat this problem must 
be allowed to go forward  
Nothing was ever solved by doing nothing 
 
Football supporters will complain, but only the not innocent who will complain the loudest, ordinary fans are 
not complainers especially as that fan might like to take children to support their chosen club  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Perhaps some senior Politicians such as Murdo Fraser might desist from Twitter using phrases like "The 
Queens eleven" in support of his chosen club and offer congratulations to all and any club which does well if 
he must comment at all, Ruth Davidson engaged in a semi sectarian election campaign and the electorate 
noticed it, that's one of the reasons why Scottish Labour were pushed into third place, she made it clear to 
voters Scotland was divided by religion and took her share of that vote which was and is beneath contempt  
There are other Politicians who behave in this manner and this must be something which must be condemned 
not ignored in the hope of it going away 
Sectarianism is a blight on our country it causes violence and hatred of the worst kind, and no matter where 
or which side it comes from it has no place in civilised society  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

Just because you can doesn't mean you should 

 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Keep the existing Act in place for at least one more year then assess the data with Police Scotland on this 
coming season's evidence then if more or less legislation is required it can be based on something concrete 
and not this knee jerk excercising of muscles for no other purpose but a pounding at the ballot box  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

Scottish football is in enough financial constraint without the imposition of fines before the evidence is in 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

If the Scottish Labour party require me to advise them on how to conduct their political situation then they can 
pay me to do it instead of using this cheap stunt to reach out for better ideas than they already have  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure 

Comments: 

This survey comes out of the pocket of the taxpayer and described as Parliamentary Resources and the 
Labour party should once again understand the electorate are aware of yet another waste of our money just to 
play Parliamentary stupid with the SNP 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Once again I have to say if the Labour party need help in policy formulation and direction, email me and we'll 
talk but this survey will fool no one  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No  
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No  
 

 


