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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Mr Patrick Brown 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Since the Act was introduced I've felt Glasgow City Centre has been a safer and more pleasant place to shop 
on match days, even the journey into the City Centre by train is a much more enjoyable experience. The 
football fans you meet on these days tend to be real fans out to enjoy their hobby and not interested in causing 
trouble. Although the Act has it's critics and it's flaws, it does appear to work successfully outside the grounds 
as a preventative measure which I feel is much more important than conviction rates.  

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

I think that any sporting event should be suitable for families. 
 
The advantages of repealing this act would be to show the Police in a safety role which would make their 
tasks easier in their normal work, the justice system would obviously have less of a workload although the 
conviction rates were always low . 
 
The disadvantages would be mainly to the clubs and therefore their supporters. Less people would take their 
families to these events due to the atmosphere created by sectarian singing and chants. The only people who 
would go to these events would be the participants in the abuse. Less supporters would mean less revenue to 
keep the club going or higher ticket prices which would drive away more fans.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

I have always felt the clubs could do more. Less abusive behaviour inside the ground always leads to better 
behaved fans outside the ground.  
 
It would be a good idea for representatives of the clubs to attend fan club meetings (someone that the fans 
respect, managers, past players etc ), setting out what was acceptable and what is not , more importantly 
showing what actions the clubs have taken against individuals or even whole fan clubs who have participated 
in sectarian singing/abuse towards other fans of any club. 
 
A billboard outside the grounds with X days since last incident might be a motivator to some and show the 
club was serious.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

As per my previous comments. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

You could create an act which bans all sectarian singing. Soon people would have the same attitude towards 
sectarian singing as people do towards drinking and driving.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

As per my previous comments , the clubs can do more to prevent this abusive behaviour. The more the club is 
seen to be educating or excluding abusive fans the more lenient the penalty. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

N/A  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost 

Comments: 

I'm sure the repeal would have an impact financially to clubs with abusive fans but also to busnesses and 
shops in the locale as they close on match days or customers avoid these areas on match days, they may find 
somewhere else to shop/do business and not return. I would certainly avoid going to Glasgow City Centre on 
these days due to past experiences with abusive football fans . 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

1) Advertise widely that these football events are taking place and that people should avoid these no go 
areas. 
 
2) Massive Police presence to deter abuse and to intervene if nessesary (trains ,buses, public spaces etc). 

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

I think some politicians have forgot how bad some football events had on areas such as Glasgow. Smaller 
Town Centres were empty after games for fear of trouble. 
If you can't fix the Act have a replacement in place before you repeal it.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No Response  

 


