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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

Having been going to football games for 40 years now, I am old enough to remember asking my dad when I 
was young why Celtic and rangers sang the songs they did and "why do they sing songs like that at football 
matches, dad?", only to find myself years later trying to answer the same questions from my own kids! I feel 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

that by repealing this act, it would be kicking Scottish football back to where it was 40 years ago. This 
sectarian, bigoted nonsense never had its place in Scottish football then and has even less a place now. I do 
not want to go back there again, I do not find it offensive anymore, just extremely tedious and embarrassing. I 
do not give two hoots about any "roll of honour", I care even less about a battle which took place in a different 
country three hundred years ago, Scottish football is starting to distance itself from that and James Kelly needs 
to drag himself into the 21st century and not stay rooted in the 1690's 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

I cannot see any advantages to repealing this act to any authority, my reasons I have explained previously.  
 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

The SFA need to grow a pair and get its house in order, there is no point having a great announcement over a 
PA system before every game with regards to how sectarianism and racial abuse, etc, will not be tolerated 
when police and stewards seem willing to turn a blind eye when thousands of knuckle-draggers decide to 
immerse themselves in a bit of irish history, which is of not the slightest bit of interest or relevance to the 
game being played on the park. Hit the clubs in question where it hurts, by docking points or heavy fines.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 

Comments: 

This is not something which only pertains to football. I am in favour of any act which holds people to account 
for threatening behaviour which can cause genuine fear to someone else. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Freedom of expression is a term which is frequently bandied about nowadays, with regards to mainstream or 
social media. Freedom of expression is all very well unless it is used to incite hatred against other people, 
whether religious or sectarian, due to intolerance on behalf of the person "expressing" their views. Clear 
guidelines need to be established over what is acceptable, unfortunately the most cases of blatant intolerance 
I have seen recently have not been on social media but mainstream media.  
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Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

Yes I would support such measures if the offences are taking part inside the football ground, and decent 
supporters also need to play their part too. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Absolutely nothing because I don't think this act should, or will be repealed, especially after when a new 
season impending, with at least two old firm games. Yippee.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

They cannot be avoided if this bill is repealed. It would be giving carte-blanche to every bigot in Scotland to 
vent their spleen at a football match on a Saturday afternoon. As a decent, law-abiding football fan all I can 
say is "No Thanks" to that.  
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Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

I think more attention needs to be paid to football fans whose Saturday afternoon has never been about 
Derrys Walls or Bobby Sands. I have yet to meet a football fan in person who supports the repeal of this act. It 
is now quite nice for Scottish football to be just "normal" and for parents not to have to explain to their kids 
why some people like to be "up to their knees in Fenian blood" or "all off to Dublin in the green, fuck the 
queen". Scotland has changed dramatically now, this nonsense is on the way out thankfully, accept that, suck 
it up - just don't try and bring them back.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No.  
 

 


