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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

David Bothwell 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

I am sick and tired of blatant intimidation by police Scotland when attending football matches, in particular 
away matches. The police are simply using bullying tactics and are simply out to antagonise fans. Are they 
doing this for arrests? I believe they are. If this act isn't repelled I believe there will eventually be real trouble at 
football grounds as most fans young and old are tired of being harassed. Should police Scotland use common 
sense in their approach and dealing with fans? Most definitely yes. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

For a start the judicial system doesn't need either made up or fabricated stories made up by police Scotland, 
the courts in general have enough on their plate without bringing bogus trumped up charges to trial. Football 
clubs in general will be able to determine themselves what is offensive and what is not, they have the power 
to simply ban undesirable fans. As for the vast majority of fans nationwide we can get on and support our 
team without looking over our shoulder and start enjoying following our team again.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

The police should use common sense in their approach to football fans, their approach to fans is scandalous. 
The only folk that actually cause trouble outside or inside football grounds are over zealous police officers. 
Offensive behaviour? You can find worse things said at any minute of any day on the streets of Scotland, we 
are passionate football fans not cricket fans!  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Partially opposed 

Comments: 

If this law is not repelled then you may as well arrest every single person that attends a football match, 
everyone will find something that is offensive no matter what they say or sing. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

I'm sure the simple "breach of the peace" would be appropriate in most circumstances. I'm pretty sure they 
used something similar in the 80's.  
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Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

All clubs do what they can to stop this kind of behaviour. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Consultation amongst all parties concerned  
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Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

I'm sure police Scotland get an enormous amount of money from the Scottish government to legitimise this act, 
my view is it is a total waste of tax payers money which could be used in more important ways 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Slightly positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Simple respect towards these groups  
 

 

Page 18: General   



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No.  
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I have experienced many underhand dealings with police Scotland at football games, from intimidation to 
sheer ignorance. One instance was after a dundee utd v celtic game last season which I will tell. After the 
game I went down to catch a citylink bus (last bus that night dundee to glasgow) at the bus station there was 
approximately 30 celtic fans waiting to get on the bus. We all eventually boarded the bus (teenagers and old 
people). When onboard a cple of celtic fans sang a cple of celtic songs, absolutely nothing untoward. Within 5 
mins of these songs being sung 2 police officers boarded the bus and told everyone to GTF off the bus which 
we all did. Within minutes again dog handlers and around about 10 other officers turned up. We asked the 
officers how we were supposed to get back to Glasgow as this was the last bus. Their reply was either book a 
hotel or freeze your "baws" aff. Most of us teenagers and old folk didn't have the money for a hotel but they 
didn't care. The police left the bus station and left us all there inside. 15 mins later the police returned and told 
us all to GTF out of the bus station or we'd be arrested. What i haven't mentioned this was in the middle of 
winter at 11.00pm at night. Luckily enough parents of teenagers turned up in fleets of cars when we were left 
stranded outside the station and drove us back to Glasgow. This is just small taste of what a law abiding 
football fan has to put up with. It's absolutely scandalous!  

 

 


