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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name)  

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

as a weekly attendee at Scottish football grounds across the country, I have been appalled at the 
implementation of this act and its determination to make criminals of law abiding football fans whilst doing 
absolutely nothing to stop anti social behaviour at football that previous legislation didn't already cover. It is my 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

observation that behaviour in general has got worse at football with the focus on this act and driving it through 
at all costs. Police have become far more aggressive in response to this act and no doubt are having a much 
tougher job now that they're bosses are forcing its application. I have seen innocent supporters targeted, I 
have seen our t total supporters bus raided and bags raked through without permission in search of 
contraband. I have seen mace spray pulled on supporters peacefully protesting and the ludicrous arrest of a 15 
year old for encroaching the pitch during half time and the stewards missing it and then being determined to 
prove a point at whatever cost with police support in what nearly caused a major incident. I have witnessed 
total breakdown in relations between supporters and police. Suppporters of all backgrounds now have a 
blatant dislike of the police and how they now single out football fans for this attention. The publicity around the 
act and it's manipulation to make it seem like it is tackling Scotland's shameful sectarian and racist 
discrimination problem has also caused a downturn in opinion of football by General public without interest in 
football as they only see the superficial manipulated statements regarding opinion on the act. This country's 
main perpetrator in sectarian and racist bigotry continues to spout this outdated nonsense without concern and 
indeed sometimes with political praise/ police praise and footballing hierarchy praise to boot. It must be 
readdressed and it must be made to tackle the actual problem and not seek to make all supporters feel 
targeted and create new offenses based on what those of a differing viewpoint find offensive. I would suggest 
that the legislation needed to tackle this problem has existed long since the introduction of this Ill judged act!  

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

As covered in section one  
 
Make police job easier as better rapport with support and more mutual respect.  
Stop wasting court time/tax payers money/ disrupting people's lives with these mock accusations which 
frequently get thrown out unless the offence is something which would have been brought to court under 
another banner in any case.  
 
Football clubs will also stop being inundated with complaints game on game regarding supporter 
mistreatment.  
 
I would imagine wiTh a more positive atmosphere the huge numbers of stewards could gradually be reduced.  
 
Football supporters would feel able to go and support again without wondering if they're bus will be searched/ 
how many rows of security they'll have to get through on this occasion and will this song, though perfectly 
legitimate outwith a football ground, be outlawed and who will make the call.  
 
Wouldn't that be great  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Target those who go to games to be disruptive and antisocial in their approach.  
 
Those taking coke in the toilets, those arriving for 10 minutes of s game in Dingwall to then want to leave to 
back to the bus to drink.  
All in all, by supporting supporters who attempt to self police but who cannot manage due to the animosity 
involved and made worse over the past 4 years by this act  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   



Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Partially supportive  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

No Response  

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

I could not trust those in charge of such proceedings to act with integrity and honesty. As has been proven so 
often in recent football history, those in power in the game should not always be trusted. The consequences of 
a miscarriage of justice in this regard and a subsequent cover up/pr manipulation would be catastrophic for 
Scottish society in what is the best supporter league by capita in European football and our true national sport 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

No Response  

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Some reduction in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No Response  

 


