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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name) 

Name: 

 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Unsure 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

It is actually going to be a really cathartic experience for me getting the chance to write these words in relation 
to Scotland's sectarian problem. Ultimately, you don't really get the chance to say much to the fellow fans of 
my team because when I try to tell them that now is the time for change I usually get shouted down and have 
to face the same old retorts. This is the problem when you support Celtic these days or maybe it is due to the 
fact that I once followed Celtic as a manual worker and now I am a Literature and History Graduate with a keen 
interest in Irish Literature and Irish History. When I claim that certain Celtic chants are sectarian amongst other 
Celtic supporters the cliched retorts that I endure are parochial nonsense akin to that of "It can't be sectarian 
because the I.R.A. welcomes Protestant members" and "Wolfe Tone was a Protestant". However, it has been 
accentuated by Kenny McCaskill that (and he should be commended for the degree of courage in which he 
showed whilst taking on members of Fans against Criminalisation) the I.R.A. and Dissident Republicans have 
been party to sectarian attacks. I am not saying that certain figures from Ireland's conflict are not inspiring. For 
example, when I read a Biography on Martin McGuinness he criticised drunkenness at Republican parades by 
stating that: "There would not be a United Ireland whilst followers had a pint of lager in one hand and an 
armalite in the other." I think this overlaps with a lot of the states that Celtic fans get into whilst on trips to 
places such as Aberdeen and Dundee. In these cases Celtic fans get the chance to have more drink and have 
more bottle to sing some numbers, that can be classed as controversial, when they are at the match. I am not 
saying that I have never sung these songs or been at a match where I have drank too much but these songs 
are not music to my ears any more. When I started following Celtic 38 years ago these songs were part of a 
sub-culture nowadays it is as if they have become the dominant culture. Furthermore, to a degree Celtic 
encourage this dominance. Ask yourself this why do Celtic allow that blaring distorted version of Woody 
Guthrie's "This Land is Your Land" to be played before matches? I think there are a lot of Celtic fans, like me, 
who do their best to avoid the Irish Theme (de facto Rebel) Bars in Glasgow because of the hate filled 
atmosphere. Therefore, it is not great when you hear the same songs in the stadium via Celtic's sound system. 
Celtic fans are at their greatest when they stick to singing football songs. When Rangers were facing 
liquidation it was great to hear the away support chanting the old number entitled "Bye, Bye, Rangers...". This 
was "Glesga Banter" at its best and I'm sure your more objective Rangers fan would have readily admitted that 
they were rightly on the receiving end of some decent craic. Fans groups like Celtic's Green Brigade who want 
to continue singing your more crude Irish Rebel Songs whilst watching Celtic do not seem to realise how 
contradictory this is. Can you hold banners praising Jock Stein and the Lisbon Lions one minute and then do 
this the next? I can think of two instances of the former Celtic manager berating Celtic fans for indulging in this 
form of "support". Moreover, I think if I enlighten you with a lyric from a great Christy Moore song entitled 
"North and South of the River" you will understand how things have changed in relation to sectarianism in 
Ireland, therefore, they need to change in Scotland. Moore sings: "The old church bell is no longer ringing, and 
some old songs are not worth singing...". It is not difficult to work out what songs he is referring to. 
Furthermore, when it is highlighted that he gave up his support for the I.R.A. after the bombing in Enniskillen it 
is even easier to work out. Astoundingly, there are individuals who sing this Christy Moore song in Irish Bars 
and then go on to sing the more aggressive Rebel Songs during the same routine. I think anyone who is 
versed in Irish History realises that the I.R.A. and the Irish people were demonised and suffered great 
injustices, respectively, during the troubles. However, can you really expect the fans of Aberdeen, Dundee and 
Motherwell to have an understanding of this? I do not understand James Kelly's objectives in relation to his 
wish for an aggressive repeal of the Offensive Behaviour at Football Act. As someone who believes 
wholeheartedly in Scottish Independence I can only assume that he is trying to steal votes for Labour from the 
SNP. If this is so he is going to quite an awkward source. This is the case as he is pandering to a group who 
can't stop singing about the injustices of British Imperialism when, in reality, he is someone who promotes it. It 
is time for the members of this group to remember what they represent which is a great football club. 
Ultimately, it is time for them to indulge in some introspection and if they want to take an interest in Irish History 
then they should take a few trips into Waterstone's and put the books before the ballads. Across the city there 
is some cleaning up to do also I really cannot comprehend sections of the Rangers' support insisting on 
singing the anachronism that is "Rule Britannia". This is 2016 and some football fans want to sing about the 
promotion of white supremacy. I would love to see this sort of chanting and behaviour eradicated at football 
matches. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

(C)The disadvantages to well behaved football supporters are that there is no deterrent and we would go 
back to football fans singing whatever they wanted and we will never move on from sectarian singing at 



Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

matches. 
 
(B)The disadvantages to football clubs is that they would lose revenue as a lot of those people who want to 
sing controversial songs are avid fans. However, the clubs should put their fans' reputation before revenue. 

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Well, I don't know the intricacies of the of the Act but it would be great if the banners with slogans whether 
political or whatever could go. The situation with flares is an accident and a health and safety risk waiting to 
happen. I cannot for the life of me understand why The Green Brigade want to continue bringing pyrotechnics 
into a football stadium when they want to wave banners of Worker's icons about (the ones that spring to mind 
are James Connolly and Che Guevara) when Health and Safety is a worker's civil right. It would also be nice 
to sit down at a Celtic away match again. It is the case these days that you are bullied into standing these 
days because the away support think it is a badge of honour to stand up at away matches. Ultimately, I have 
paid a lot of money for a seat and therefore I deserve to sit down. This is an easy enough job for the Police 
and the stewards to undertake i.e. getting everyone to sit down. Furthermore, I have suffered from and I am 
recovering from a mental health problem. Therefore, I think it is only right that I am comfortable at away 
matches.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Unsure  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

This is difficult for me to comment on this as I don't really use Social Media.  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Unsure 

Comments: 

The clubs have to be taking steps to better the fans' behaviour whatever the circumstances. This should be an 



Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

ongoing project. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

There seems to be a focus on Celtic fans' singing The Irish Brigade Song entitled "The Roll of Honour". As I 
have stated I don't think it is healthy, not just for the "family atmosphere" but for the Celtic atmosphere. It 
would be great if fans would stop singing this song and songs akin to it. However, are police versed on what 
other songs are beyond the pale. I listened to last year's Old Firm match on the radio and was disgusted to 
hear a rendition of The Billy Boys coming from the Rangers' End. However, when I saw The Green Brigade's 
pre-match banner, which had the words "Hun Scum Forever" emblazoned within it, during the TV Highlights I 
was equally disgusted with members of my own support. In a strange sort of way I thought that the Rangers's 
fans singing was tantamount to The Green Brigade's banner. I would like to see action taken in relation to 
banners such as this.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

Well I have witnessed young guys being spoken to after matches by the police and then watched what people 
have said about the fact that they have been arrested and it is now hanging over their heads until the court 
date. However, that is how a justice system works. Ultimately, it is about correcting behaviour. Thus, those 
who have been charged have to face a degree of anxiety before the court date arrives.  

 

 


