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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

David Conway 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

The bill is not fit for purpose. Drawn up on a whim and fails to achieve any of its objectives. It has been used by 
over zealous members of the Police force to promote their own agenda under the cover of this bill. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

In my view it would remove the threat of prosecution and potential criminal record for offences which could 
and should be addressed by other means. Spend the money on education, not prosecution.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

The clubs as far as I can see are doing everything under their power to reduce offensive behaviour. It is now 
safer than its ever been to attend a football game in Scotland. We have a number of first rate stadiums with 
excellent facilities. The number of woman and young girls attending matches on a regular basis are a 
testament to improved experience at football games.  
 
Politicians should stop having knee jerk reactions and look to score political points out of sport. Focus on 
intolerance in the wider community, not the ninety minutes of the football match. 
 
Police. Some of the officers could do with training to address their attitude towards fans. I regularly see Police 
officers interacting with the fans in a relaxed manner and they deserve the praise for the work they do. 
Others, especially those with the yellow caps and wearing the cameras. Why do they feel the need to stand 
and hold cameras in the face of young adults. There are enough cameras around and inside the grounds to 
capture images-there is no need to provoke young supporters.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

This bill is a joke and the MSP who championed and has since left parliament was not up to the job. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

There is enough legislation on the books and it did cover offences at football matches before this bill was 
foisted on us. 

 

 



Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

I would support this. When you have 50k fans singing offensive songs and the club claim its only a minority. In 
the first instance-dock points. If this fails to obtain the correct response then the penalty should be increased in 
steps until the ultimate penalty is invoked. Safety certificate for the stadium should be removed. It could then 
be reinstated in stages. Any subsequent breaches could result in the certificate being revoked. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

None  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

The amount of time and resources wasted in failed prosecutions to date would suggest their is a potential to 
save money. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  



Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

My son was at Tynecastle and Police Scotland threatened him with arrest for wearing a Free Palestine T-
shirt. These officers lied to my son about why he was being held. He was informed that Celtic FC security had 
seen him on camera and brought it to the attention of the Police. I contacted John Paul Taylor at Celtic FC 
and he confirmed that no one from Celtic FC security had raised any issue with my son wearing said T-shirt. 
 
How can you get your kids to respect the law, when officers of the law don't respect them.  

 

 


