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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

John Steen 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

A useless act which has ripped Scottish football fans realtionship with Police Scotland to an all time low now 
and looks to continue unless action is taken. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

At times supporters can behave in a unfashionable manner e.g. the Hibernian supporters at the Scottish cup 
final this year, times like this you'd here that act shouldn't scraped then. Because of a selective number of 
supporters it jeopardises the strong majority of supporters just from small group, at times yes I agree having it 
can help in more serious situations but arresting someone for singing the supposed banned "sheep song" 
which is aimed at Aberdeen supporters I can agree some may like the song but does really hurt anyone? 
These people who sing these songs at a match for 90 minutes aren't real criminals but are seen as that when 
sent to court and receive not only fines to pay but bans from stadium across the country? Most are lost how 
people can attack and assault other fans but can get away and face no prosecution but singing a son about 
sheep will? It's ruined mine, family and friends also the rest of the supporters will agree this act ruins the 
experience of a match day if we went hundred years without this act and things were simpler why need it 
now? The SNP simply pushed this with there majority government 2012 and ever since losing that now in 
2015 the SNP are in no mans land and don't actually know to do as the rest of the parties push to scrap it.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

I believe the police officers should give warning instead they bully supporters when they feel and handcuff 
them and throw them in a cell with no problems. Not a enough information is provided so fans understand 
what can and can't be said and sung, also the politicians if the act is repealed will probably step back in 
regards to behaviour at football matches and let the authorities handle situations in a better manner which has 
been placed.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

Fans at times can shout things that shouldn't be said, but living in the year 2016 racial hate in Scottish football 
most can agree has past in this country with the occasion song about religion (Protestantism & Roman 
Catholicism). Most when shouting things at players are silly little remarks to put off player at there game not to 
threaten and scare them. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Let the authorities understand it's not meant to be serious threats at anyone or anytime at all but as 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

mentioned to put off players at game, you find now most players aren't really religious and aren't offended as 
it would've been twenty five years ago from now.  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

Very much so I would believe the club should take act on these people not the government or the authorities. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Where the police stand in taking actions preformed by a supporter and what the actual prosecutions should 
be but instead we have jailed, court case and banned even though there wasn't really evidence shown.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

I'd see personally reductions in costs required as less police officer would be required at matches. 

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Positive  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Shown and telling fans when and what can be said and when and what can't be said will be vital to cut out 
any group feeling attacked or uncomfortable.  

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No I don't not.  
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No I don't not.  
 

 


