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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Stephen Quinn 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

I was in a position of working at football matches frequently. The Act has altered the behaviour of the worst of 
fans and has made attending football matches a more pleasurable experience for families. Sectarianism is 
Scotland's shame and everything should be done to prevent this hateful behaviour occurring. I recall the time 
before the OBFA and there was terrible fighting, chanting and goading. Songs which show hatred for a 
particular religion are just damaging the fabric of Scotland's society. It is time to stand up and be responsible 
and retain the OBFA. I reject anything which aims to allow hatred to be on show without punishment. I often 
hear the argument that this act damages the relationship between football fans and Police. As a former Police 
Officer, I can safely say that is nonsense. Police do not have relationships with fans. They have procedures to 
keep fans safe and powers to prevent crime, abuse, order. What they cannot do without the OBFA is impose 
order on whole sections of football fans intent on hatred and chanting hatred at another group. I fully oppose 
any interference with this law and view it as political opportunism. I also believe that previous suggestions 
about bringing back alcohol to football is just a backward step. This one prevention has improved order, 
prevented violence and has improved safety at football grounds all over Scotland. It also makes Policing less 
costly and this was one measure which some football clubs could not afford and put pressure on finances as a 
result of the extra Policing measures required because of alcohol. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

No advantages at all.  
 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

The OBFA requires to be accepted as the legislation which gives power to prevent sectarianism at football 
matches. Too much political posturing is taking place over this legislation. It has improved order and safety at 
grounds up and down the country. Long may that continue.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Existing legislation is sufficient to deal with threatening communications.  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   



Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

This goes to the heart of the problems at football grounds. Often clubs will say they have no control over fans. 
This is not true. Most fans are law abiding people who never cause problems. A small minority of fans do 
however spoil things for the many. Tackling offensive behaviour starts first at club level. If fans thought that 
their club would be punished financially if they misbehaved, their behaviour would alter. Less money to buy 
players, increased ticket prices and the link that this was because of poor behaviour of fans would definitely 
alter fans behaviour. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

I do not agree that the act should be repealed.  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No Response  

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I am a former Police Sergeant and see benefits for Police as a result of the OBFA, benefits for law abiding 
fans and benefits for the clubs in terms of finances, safety, crowd control. Police in particular have the tools to 
deal with any disorder. Sectarianism needs to be stamped out in Scotland and repealing the act will have the 
opposite effect.  

 

 


