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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Professional with experience in a relevant subject  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Martin Gilmore 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

The legalisation has too many grey areas. The Bill was not correctly introduce into the public domain. There is 
no list of songs that are suppose to be offensive. Fans in other parts of the EU are learning some of these 
songs on the tin whistle at school, at Croke PArk or purchased in your local music store but they appear to be 
the focus of this law. Its aimed at bullying youth and has basically been used to arrest fans for swearing. Court 
cases are drawn out over years to draw a guilty plea. The relationship between football fans and the police is 
at an all time low. The police / pf off the record do not feel this Bill should be in place. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

Allow the police and pf to focus on Hate crime. 
Allow some sort of support to grow for the police.  
 
Football clubs will have less complaints from fans about their treatment. 
Fans attendances might increase.  
 
Football supporters are automatically treat as suspects. There is no doubt the pf and police scotland are 
under pressure to get 'results' under this Bill ie justification. That is wrong.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

 
There needs to be an exercise where the football bodies / clubs consult with fans and ethnic minority groups 
to determine what songs are acceptable and what are not. Offensive means nothing and is different for each 
individual. We are all European citizens and that needs to be respected.  
 
Any compliants should have fans / police taking lie detection tests, if all parties have nothing to hide then why 
not. Football fans correctly believe that a large percentage of police Scotland are lairs.  
 
Police are always trying to caught fans out, looking for a reaction from supporters. Their behaviour is a 
disgrace.  
 
Drugs play a large part of aggression at football matches in Scotland, a society problem.  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

Act is destroying peoples lives / careers. Conviction rates one of the lowest in pf records. Having a law 
applying to one set of sports fans is wrong and degrading. 19 years going to games Ive yet to see any serious 
trouble, compare this to the deaths at T in the park etc 

 



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Hate crime is in place and used all over the EU. 

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

Only if a crime has been committed by a large section of the support. If clubs dont like visiting supporters then 
they should not be happy to take their money. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Bill should be removed as quick as possible  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 



Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Enforce hate crime law already in place and respect all cultures  
 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

The last 5 years going to scottish football has been a real struggle. 
 
There are alot of decent people who see the problems starting with the justice system, the police and football 
stewards. 
 
Tackle the drugs issue, educated your children  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I have evidence of police statements which are lies and action will be taken.  
 

 


