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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Professional with experience in a relevant subject  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name) 

Name: 

 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

As a football supporter and season ticket holder- I cannot understand why anyone would not be supportive of 
attempts to eradicate offensive behaviour and sectarian chanting at football matches. This is a football problem 
and needs to be dealt with at football matches. I have heard Mr Kellly say it is something that should be dealt 
with in Schools. I have a 14 year old daughter at state school and I attend many events at the school and 
collect her there daily. I have never heard any disrespectful exchanges at the school. Also- my daughter 
attends any events at other faith schools- and all of the pupils are taught to respect each others rights and 
freedoms. To say it is a school issue is ridiculous. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

a- No advantage to repeal this. This legislation gives police another tool to use with this problem. Major 
disadvantage is that it gives the perpetrators of this crime the green light to continue. 
 
b- This problem really focuses on a very few clubs. When these clubs visit other grounds- the fans there are 
subjected to hateful chanting. The only advantage to repealing this act would be to the benefit of the people 
who live in sectarianism. 
 
c- No advantage. Disadvantage would be that we would have to put up with more of this chanting and 
unacceptable language. It doesn't happen anywhere else--only at football.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Keep the pressure on the perpetrators. Give Police more resources to arrest and charge in greater numbers. 
Enforcement of this Act will soon stamp out the problem. Many of the perpetrators have respectable jobs. 
They do not want to be charged with this.  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully opposed  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Continue to use all of the legislation including this Act.  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   



Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

Where clubs are blatantly seen to be stoking this up. eg-- Waving of Union Jacks on the pitch as teams come 
out. Use of Tri- colours and toleration of 'brigades' of fans. Clubs could work with Police to ID people on 
camera and cancel their season tickets. the technology is there to go around after the match and deal with 
these people. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

None whatsoever--the Act should not be repealed.  
 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Unsure  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

It could not. Repeal of the Bill is saying--its OK to be sectarian and narrow minded.  
 

 

Page 18: General   



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

Please leave the Bill in place. It protects me as a Football Supporter from the mindless minority that continue 
to blight Scotland with Sectarianism.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I go to Football every week- and the Act has not affected me--because I know how to behave and value 
others. All of the Police Officers at the Dumbarton FC matches are polite and chat to the fans before and at 
half time. There is no division of fear between fans and Police.  

 

 


