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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name) 

Name: 

 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

The existing bill is bending over backwards to try and incriminate fans who are on the whole peaceful law 
abiding football supporters . Dare I say it the bill as it stands is trying its best to "goad" fans to break the law to 
somehow justify the politicians who put it there in the first place. There was a perfectly good bill in place before 
this monstrosity was thought up, for some reasons politicians were afraid to implement the law ???? Strange ! 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

I can see no advantages what so ever in keeping the present bill . Advantages are many. (a) you only need to 
look at the amount of people arrested and the actual people charged to realise this bill is complete nonsense. 
How much money is being wasted on this bill ?Im sure the police officers in the line of duty will be happy to 
not be made to go into fans sections by their commanding officers and deliberately obstruct fans view and 
entice them into confrontation (b) football clubs have a difficult enough job without this bill that has only led to 
confrontation (c) football fans are not criminals why does the existing bill treat them with utter contempt .  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Politicians had a perfectly good bill in place, they chose not to implement it ....we all know why . When the 
police are told ( by their hierarchy) to be confrontational towards fans that is what causes problems , "kettling" 
of fans making their way to and from a match , deliberately standing inches apart and facing fans just to get a 
reaction is just plain wrong . They are causing problems where no problem existed before.The Police on the 
whole do a good job, I think they are in a no win situation and their superior officers are putting them in this 
position. I think the clubs are doing all they can realistically although one club in particular seem to thrive on 
being confrontational on anything they do not agree with. Clubs must be made aware of what they say to their 
own fans has to be done with responsibly . Fans Just want to go to the game and enjoy the day. Yes there 
are exceptions but you will always get these people in all walks of society .The law has to stop thinking and 
treating football fans as if they are some kind of mass hideous body of louts and thugs , fans behaviour has 
improved MASSIVELY over the years. I can remember when it was the norm for fans to throw bottles at each 
other . Football fans have cleaned up their act , deal with the real troublemakers and stop making an easy 
issue complicated  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

It is a bad bill being pushed forward by the people who thought it up . They are trying everything to justify it but 
the prosecutions alone tell a very different story . It is going out of its way to try and make football fans 
criminals .Only in Scotland could this bill have been concocted 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

I find that very difficult to answer to be honest. I think there is a danger of trying to be too clever, too politically 
correct .  

 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

If football clubs were deducted points for fans singing certain songs etc this problem would be wiped out in 
weeks ,the fans would "self" police, problem solved very easily. I seriously doubt that the politicians are brave 
enough to go down this route.......again we in Scotland know why. There would need to be a proper 
"independent" panel put in place to decide if a club was to be punished . Certainly not the present incompetent 
and conflicted SFA . 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Stop the confrontation caused by heavy handed police tactics.Not having a go at the ordinary police 
constables who are only doing as they are told but the men in suits upstairs with their warped agenda.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

As a member of the public I know very little of the financials ...find that a very strange question to ask ?????? I 
could hazzard a guess and say that with the amount of time and police officers involved it must be costing a lot 
of money. A lot of money thrown in that has made a "problem" so much worse. So I am guessing that there is a 
lot of money to be saved here and if the politicians grow a pair and face up to what the real problem is here, a 
problem that can be easily solved then football and Scotland as a whole will benefit 

 

Page 16: Equalities   



Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

No Response  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

No Response  

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

A simple solution to all this is easy if the politicians are brave enough and truly want to have happier football 
fans and more importantly a fairer Scotland  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I was making my way to a football match with my son after an enjoyable couple of hours together in Glasgow 
City Centre ( quality time with my son) when we were for no reason set upon by Police Who "herded" ( 
"Kettled" as I have heard it referred to ) us together like we were scum . Totally disgusted , there were young 
kids there too who were distaught and obviously the kids Fathers were raging and shouting abuse at the 
police . A horrible incident that was totally out of order and totally uncalled for. I wonder if the ones 
responsible for this would have been happy if any of their loved ones were caught up in this  

 

 


