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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I would like my response to be anonymous (the response may be published, but no name) 

Name: 

 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

I fully support the repeal of this Act as it criminalises actions in the context of a regulated football match which 
are not criminal in any other context and thus is totally undemocratic and unjust. Implementation of this 
legislation has soured relationships between the police and football supporters in general but particularly 
among young supporters who no longer have confidence in the police. As football is our national game and is 
followed by many of our young people this mistrust and suspicion of the police has serious implications for 
society in a wider context. The legislation was railroaded through the Scottish Parliament for the basest 
political reasons and was opposed by all sections of Scottish society with the exception of the Scottish National 
Party who proposed it and the police who saw it as a way of increasing funding. It is badly drafted and has 
been ridiculed by Sheriffs and others in the legal profession as unworkable. It is a superfluous piece of 
legislation as the actions it claims to combat can be adequately dealt with under pre-existing legislation. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

The repeal of this Act can only be advantageous to all of the above.  
a) the police can concentrate on apprehending real criminals and not waste time on actions which by reason 
of this Act are only deemed criminal if committed by football supporters. After repeal hopefully relations 
between the police and football supporters who have been persecuted under this legislation can begin to 
improve. 
Similarly it will save vast amounts of public money wasted in the justice system through trying to achieve 
guilty verdicts and free up more court time and money to pursue real criminals. 
b)Most football clubs are on record as opposing this Act as they feel it treats their supporters in an unjust and 
discriminatory manner. As far as I know no club has made any positive case for the retention of the Act or has 
said there is any advantage at all in retaining it. 
c) if this Act is taken off the Statute books then football supporters can go to games without feeling that they 
are the target of unjust and discriminatory police action. I attend football matches regularly and I am treated 
completely differently at those times compared to every other part of my life. This is unacceptable in a so 
called democratic country. 
Repeal will bring an end to unjust and unacceptable discrimination of football fans.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

What is offensive to one person is not offensive to another so we cannot legislate for offensiveness nor 
should we. 
If behaviour occurs which is criminal eg racism, sectarianism, etc then there is adequate existing legislation to 
deal with this and this should be utilised. 
There is no place in a democratic society for the criminalisation of political opinion and that is what this Act 
does in the context of football. It therefore denies the right of an individual citizen to express a political view 
and this should not be tolerated. 
The Act is so woolly and badly drafted that it appears an individual does not even need to be aware of an 
action to find it offensive if someone suggests it might be. As one Sheriff has said "this is mince"  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

The Act is bad legislation. Let's just get rid of it totally. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Exactly use of other legislation and if that needs to be strengthened then do so.  
 

 

Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

Every individual is responsible for his or her own actions. If an individual commits an offence then action 
should be taken against that individual not a club or institution. 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

Why would we need transitional arrangements? 
Just repeal the Act which should never have been there in the first place although it would help if the the 
courts took no action against anyone charged under this legislation until a decision re repeal has been taken.  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant reduction in cost 

Comments: 

Decreased police presence at matches which since the implementation of this Act has been ridiculously high. 
This should allow the police to get on with their prime task of catching criminals and keeping the peace. Vast 
saving of money in court costs in not pursing spurious 'offences' 



 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

Phew what a list!  
Why not add obesity, being too thin, wearing or not wearing spectacles etc.? 
What on earth has eg civil partnerships or pregnancy to do with behaviour at a football match. Who thinks 
these questions up? 

 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

As stated before this legislation is unnecessary, flawed, discriminatory and has no place in Scots Law. 
It should never have been passed and the sooner it is repealed the better.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

I am a 70 year old retired professional woman who has followed my football team all my life. I attend matches 
both home and away. 
I am very concerned by the what I see as the total breakdown in relationships and trust between the police 
and football supporters especially young supporters which has been caused by this Act. This is a very 
worrying development for a country in which it is claimed that the police act with the consent of citizens. 
When I go to matches I am treated completely differently there by the police from every other aspect of my 
life. I have been  
subjected to searches of my bag and on occasions of my person to which I objected strongly. The attitude of 
the police is often rude hostile and I have heard conversations in which when questioned about the 
justification for a particular action the reply from police officers has been 'because we can' 
I have been pushed, shoved often in a dangerous manner by police officers and have witnessed them treating 
others much more roughly than was necessary. On one occasion I saw a young boy no more than 14 or 15 
being brought to the ground and surrounded by four or five officers ( because they could?) while they totally 
ignored an elderly man who had collapsed and was very unwell just a few feet away. Obviously this elicited a 
very negative reaction from the crowds of people passing by and it was a potentially ugly situation all brought 
about by the over reaction of police officers under orders to implement this Act. 
I did not witness first hand the 'kettling' incident in the Gallowgate in March 2013 when a group of around 200 
Celtic supporters walking together to Celtic Park were attacked by similar number of police officers, but I was 
a member of the team which took evidence from eye witnesses, evidence which has now been compiled into 
a report which as been submitted to the Scottish Parliament. 
I was quite frankly appalled at what I heard and recorded that day and it summed up what has happened to 
relationships between police and football supporters since this Act was enacted. 
This relationship will not be healed quickly but the repeal of this Act is an essential first step in that healing 
process.  



Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

 

 

 


