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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Mr James McCormick 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

This bill is a waste of Taxpayer's money, when @ present with the state of the UK Economy, particularly 
Scotland's @ present, who's debt, stands @ around nearly fifteen billion pounds can ill-afford to waste tax 
payers money on unnecessary & additional court costs, for an unfair & unjust bill. Also there seems to be 
discrimination, in how this bill is being applied @ present, it's ridiculous, & it should be scrapped.  

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

I personally don't see or hear any disadvantages in keeping this bill.  
The advantages would be cutting out unnecessary additional costs  
to the UK tax payers freeing up Courts back logs of cases, freeing  
up police Scotland's valuable time to deal with more serious crimes  
which goes down, & looking into more serious and unresolved cases  
that needs more attention to details & also preventing football supporters  
been given a so-called criminal record for what? an act of freedom of  
expression after all we are suppose to be living in a democratic society  
not a dictatorship society that attacks ones civil liberties  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

There is a very true & familiar saying, by a past famous football manager, who once said football  
matches without fans/supporters is nothing, add said fans/supporters to the occasion, then it  
creates an atmosphere, in other words we are not referring to here a Library Atmosphere  
here, we are referring to live football matches here, which contains freedom of expression.  
If some people are offended by said expressions then they should not attend end of.  
It's like nowadays, when one watches a Movie for example, there is an offensive warning  
before each Movie begins the same should apply to football matches or the whole process  
becomes ridiculous by attacking people's/supporters civil liberties & we will become a  
Nanny State  
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Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 

Comments: 

An attack on Freedom of Expression. An attack on one's individual Civil Liberties Now becoming a Nanny 
State. 

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  



Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

As mentioned previously, I don't see, nor hear, how freedom of expression by way of singing songs  
be treated as threatening communications.  
If for example ones individual behaviour, is threatening towards another, then of course that's then an  
entirely different matter altogether, and should be addressed accordingly by way of warning, and if  
necessary taking into custody but as for group singing they should left alone not unless it's in a provoking  
& agitating manor that's trying to cause trouble & is directed @ a few individuals then that would be  
under Breach of The Peace  
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Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

No 

Comments: 

I'm a Celtic Supporter & our Club has in their match programs Unacceptable Conduct Warnings & they also 
make loud Public Address Announcements before each of their Home Matches so it's not like they are not 
doing anything to address such matters. I'm not so sure about the rest of the other Club's within the SPFL 
structure. Club's should not be held responsible for a few intoxicated fools that are acting like a jackass & they 
would not normally behave in such a manner if they were in their normal mind set frame of mind for example 
ones parents have warned their offspring to act responsible when they are out socialising on numerous 
occasions but ones parents offspring does not heed their advice & then goes out & gets totally intoxicated 
behaves like a complete jackass jerk & then gets arrested for being drunk & disorderly so what would Judge 
Judy say? She would say it's said individuals stupid fault not the parents but the individual in question that's 
brought this upon themselves after untold repeated warnings & deserves their individual punishment 
accordingly end of so that is why in my opinion Club's should not be held responsible for certain individuals 
foolish behaviour 
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Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

To be honest I've not read said Consultation Document Page 24  
So @ this present time I have no comment/response to this  
Question Number Seven  

 

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  



Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost 

Comments: 

Definitely an increase in Court Costs if the bill remains & also in Police Scotland's time consuming Costs. If the 
Bill is scrapped, then their would be a substantial Public Purse Cost Savings 
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Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Negative  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

In one "Word":-Scrapped  
 

 

Page 18: General   

Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

As mentioned previously, I've not read the Consultation Document.  
I've already expressed my opinion in what should happen to said  
bill, it should be scrapped altogether.  

 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

No Comment  
 

 


