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Page 2: About you   

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  

Individual  

 

Which of the following best describes you?  

Member of the public  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option please enter your name in the box below as 
you wish it to be published.  

I am content for my response to be attributed to me (as an individual) 

Name: 

Ruairí Daly 

 

Please select the category which best describes your organisation  

No Response  

 

Please choose one of the following. If you choose the first option, please enter in the box below the name of 
your organisation as you wish it to be published.  

No Response  

 

Please provide a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response. Email is 
preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number. We will not publish these details.  

 
 

 

Page 8: Offensive behaviour at football (the section 1 offence)   

Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive 



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Comments: 

Football fans have found themselves to be one of the last groups that can mobilise to provide support, and 
provide messages to groups. They are the only group still relatively strong after Thatchers destruction of 
groups of working class men and women. The government is afraid of these groups, as they are still strong. 
Football is an outlet of stress, and apart from the above, fans provide a big part of the attractive atmospheres 
at grounds. In Germany, fans are not treated like they are in the UK, and they provide some of the most 
amazing support and atmosphere in the football world. It is my view that council officials are disconected from 
the real world, living in a world of skeletons in suits. The SFA and other commities must be more down to 
Earth. 

 

Q2. In your view, what would be the advantages and disadvantages of repeal to: (a) the police and justice 
system, (b) football clubs and (c) football supporters?  

The police would end up demonising themselves and distancing themselves more from the public if the act 
came in. I do not see any clear advantages to the police and justice system if the act is brought in. The justice 
system would most likely find more fans in court for minor "offences". 
For clubs, the only advantage that is possible, is that eufa would get off their backs, as fans would be forced 
into silence. A plastic club. The clubs would most likely see a decrease in attendance.  
For football fans, it would be devestating. What fan feels like he wants to sing songs, "officially approved", or 
wants to sit quietly while his team plays.  

 

 

Q3. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 1 to 5 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
needs to be done to reduce offensive behaviour at football matches (including, for example, by politicians, the 
police and the wider justice system, clubs, fans and other interested parties)?  

Songs and and banners which are racist, homophobic, anti-semetic, islamophobic, or derogatory to a 
MINORITY GROUP NOT AFFILIATED WITH FOOTBALL in any way should be completely banned. I believe 
that flags and banners supporting people that are bombed day and night shouldn't be penalised. The best that 
the police can do is prevent violence. It is the clubs responsibility, to speak to fans and groups to prevent any 
racism or any of the above. I believe the definition of offensive behaviour should be looked at, as slandering 
the rival club shouldn't be put under that. Politicians are so disconected from people today that they are 
useless to try and help.  

 

 

Page 11: Threatening communications (the section 6 offence)   

Q4. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposal to repeal sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act? 
Please explain the reasons for your response.  

Fully supportive  

 

Q5. Leaving aside the issue of whether sections 6 to 9 of the 2012 Act should be repealed, what do you think 
is the most appropriate way of tackling threatening communications while upholding freedom of expression (for 
example, use of other legislation)?  

Leave the fans alone, leave it to the clubs to deal with it. Enforce laws which require clubs to deal with poor 
behaviour. Please look at my previous definition of offensive behaviour  

 

 



Page 13: Strict Liability   

Q6. Would you support measures to penalise football clubs for offensive behaviour by their fans? If so, should 
it be necessary to show that the club was at fault (for example, by failing to take reasonable steps to control 
fans' behaviour) - or should "strict liability" be applied?  

Yes 

Comments: 

Under my previous definition of offensive behaviour 

 

Page 14: Transitional arrangements   

Q7. What transitional arrangements do you think would need to be included in a Bill to repeal the 2012 Act? 
(Possible options are set out in the consultation paper at page 24)  

No Response  

 

Page 15: Financial implications   

Q8. Taking account of both costs and potential savings, what financial impact would you expect the proposed 
Bill to have? Please provide any comments.  

Significant increase in cost  

 

Page 16: Equalities   

Q9. What overall impact is the Bill likely to have on the following protected groups (under the Equality Act 
2010): race, disability, gender (including transgender), age, religion and belief, sexual orientation, marriage and 
civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity?  

Neutral (neither positive nor negative)  

 

Q10. In what ways could any negative impact of the Bill on any of these protected groups be minimised or 
avoided?  

By not using the bill  
 

 

Page 18: General   



Q11. Have you any other comments to make on the proposed Bill or on the matters raised in the consultation 
document?  

No  
 

 

Q12. Do you have any direct experience of the Act in practice that you would like to share?  

Police trying to tell fans to sit down and be quiet.  
 

 


