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Summer update  

My office has been kept active with increasing 
levels of casework. The range of issues we are 
helping people with remains diverse, from 
simple housing and health problems to 
complex cases affecting families, schooling, and 
everything in-between. 

I have been working closely with MPs and 
Councillors to ensure that constituents are 
receiving the best representation possible, 
including holding  a number of joint street and 
supermarket surgeries. 

The repeal of the Football Act in March this year 
will exist as a particularly fond memory—it was  

 

a real victory for fans and campaigners who I 
am proud to have worked closely with over the 
past few years. 

In addition to this, I have been pleased to 
champion local issues inside the chamber of 
the Scottish Parliament, and raise constituents’ 
issues direct with ministers.  

Over the summer months, I will be out and 
about across the region. If there is anything I 
can do to help you or your family, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

Fighting bank closures  
and ATM charges 

The closure of banks across Scotland has come 
to prominence recently, and rightly so. Banks 
are not just any retailer on the high street—
they are lifelines for so many.  

I’ve been working closely with local MP Ged 
Killen on the issue. He has been leading on a 
Bill to end the disgrace of fees on ATMs. Cash 
machines are relied on by so many and it is 
wrong that people should have to pay to 
access their own money. 

Over the summer I will continue to fight bank 
branch closures and ATM fees. 

Promoting local housing success 

I was delighted to host management from 
the West Whitlawburn Housing Co-op in the 
Scottish Parliament, to discuss the excellent 
work this organisation is doing in all sorts of 
innovative ways.  88 percent of residents are 
digitally included through their Whitcomm 
broadband scheme and 544 properties are 
heated via their community energy supply, 
tackling fuel poverty. This has resulted in 
energy prices for tenants being frozen since 
2012. It is a great housing model I am proud 
to work closely with. 

With Paul Farrell, Director, and Ann 

Anderson, Chair, both of WWHC 

With Ged Killen, MP for Rutherglen and  Hamilton West 
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Supporting Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland 

I was delighted to co-host Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland in the Scottish Parliament with 
Johann Lamont MSP.  

DSS are hosting the World Down Syndrome 
Congress in July this year and it was fantastic 
to hear from the commissioners about the 
excellent work they are doing to prepare for 
thousands of delegates to the conference.  

I wish all the best to Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland for the coming event at the SSE 
Hydro. I am sure it will be a real success.  

Fighting for local jobs—2 Sisters, Cambuslang 
After the disastrous news 
that the 2 Sisters chicken 
plant in Cambuslang would 
be shutting down, I urged 
the Scottish and UK 
governments to hold 
taskforces and do all they 
could do to save these jobs. 
Bosses at 2 Sisters are guilty 

of economic vandalism and 
should be condemned for 
the damage they have done 
to our local economy. I have 
continued to work 
constructively with trade 
union reps, ministers and 
local businesses to help local 
workers. 

Help for Sauchiehall Street  

businesses affected by fires 

I have been working with colleagues to put 
pressure on Glasgow City Council bosses to fully 
support businesses affected by the two major 
fires on Sauchiehall Street.  While the destruction 
caused by the fires has been horrendous, 
businesses should not be left in limbo by the lack 
of leadership at the council. 

Crisis in local GP provision 

A number of constituents have been in touch 
with me regarding the lack of GP appointments 
available to local people. This is something I 
have raised directly with the Scottish 
Government, including the story of someone 
who has worked in the NHS most of her life, yet 
was unable to get an appointment to see their 
doctor for three weeks. Disgraceful. 

Scottish Special footpaths 

Cllr Walter Brogan and I have been working together on the 
issue of the footpaths in the Scottish Specials in Halfway. 
They are a real safety hazard for a lot of the local residents, 
many of whom are elderly and would be at a great deal of 
risk if they were to fall. 

Moving forward, I will be meeting with the local housing 
association and looking into how to take this issue forward 
to resolve it.  

Keep an eye on my Facebook page for updates on this 
campaign—or to share your views on the footpaths with us. 

Rutherglen Reformer 

With Cllr Walter Brogan 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland Commissioners 

Football Act: Repealed! 

I was delighted when my Bill to repeal the discred-

ited Offensive Behaviour at Football Act was suc-

cessful, scrapping the hated legislation. I have 

kept campaigning for more effective work to tack-

le the modern day disgrace of sectarianism, in-

cluding boosting funding for anti-sectarianism 

projects. The Scottish Government must unite 

with all parties on this major issue. 

“Kelly slams 2 sisters 

bosses for economic 

vandalism” 



Cancelled trains, late-running services, skip stopping 
and over-crowded carriages… The list of problems 
with ScotRail is constant and immensely frustrating. 

I have challenged the Scottish Government to open 
the franchise up to a publicly owned ScotRail so that 
it was truly accountable. But the Transport Minister 
has a lot of power to sort out this mess as it stands, 
and I have raised a number of cases with the 
government on behalf of constituents.  

One person from Cambuslang told me how he had to 
take two trains, both which were later cancelled, 

then pay for a taxi, only to be unable to reach his 
final destination by train, setting him back two 
tickets, a taxi fare and a day’s wages. Another 
constituent got in touch to tell me about how she 
was recently unable to pick up her daughter from 
nursery by train because of the disruption. So many 
more have told me of the extra time they have to 
build into their daily journeys every day just to cope 
with the delays.  

If you have been affected by ScotRail disruption, or 
would like to share your views with me, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. 

ACTION ON 
SCOTRAIL  
SHAMBLES 

Meeting with senior ScotRail management. 

Without doubt the NHS is our most cherished public 
service and its birthday should be point of reflection 
as we look forward to the next 70 years. I am sure 
that everyone will have a personal story about how 
the NHS has helped them and their family. It is a 
national institution which we all have a personal 
emotional connection with. 

While we must celebrate all that is great about the 
service, I have made the point in Parliament that the 
Scottish NHS in its current state is being sadly 
deprived of resources. I regularly hear from 
organisations who believe that it is underfunded and 
is struggling to deliver the service demanded of it.  I 
will continue to raise those concerns in Parliament 
and challenge the Government in relation to the 
funding of the Scottish NHS.  

The Scottish Government has recently announced its 

new Cabinet, and the Health secretary Jeane Freeman 
must now listen to calls to increase spending in our 
health service to once again make it a world-class 
institution. For it is the staff who make the NHS what 
it is. The doctors, nurses, support staff, janitors and 
cleaners, who always go above and beyond to save 
lives. As the years have passed, technologies have 
improved and the challenges society face have 
changed, those who work in the NHS have always 
been at its core.  

Mental health is now recognised as being as 
important an issue as physical health, yet often the 
support available for those facing mental ill health is 
not available soon enough. I echo the words from 
colleagues across the political spectrum in thanking 
our NHS staff. 

Happy birthday to the NHS… here’s to 70 more years.  

With Ged Killen MP and Cllr Margaret Walker 



HOW CAN I HELP? CONTACT ME 
Telephone: 0141 465 9936 

Write: 423 Paisley Road West, Glasgow G51 1PZ 

Email: James.Kelly.MSP@parliament.scot  

Like my Facebook Page: search James Kelly MSP 

Follow me on Twitter: @JamesKellyLab 

Message me on Facebook Messenger: @JamesKellyRutherglen 

Out and about 

Visiting Greggs in Cambuslang to 

hear about the work being done 

by this local employer. 

Celebrating Co-ops Fortnight, 

visiting Scotmid in Blantyre—a 

pillar of the local community with 

great, dedicated staff. 

Supporting Show 

Racism the Red Card. 

Supporting the WASPI stall at Cambuslang 

Summerfest with Cllr Margaret Walker 

and Ged Killen MP. 

Celebrating Small Business 

Saturday with Cllr Mo Razzaq 

and Cllr Bert Thomson. 

Visiting Hawthorn Housing 

Co-op with Paul Sweeney 

MP. 

Eva Burrows 

Daycare Centre in 

Halfway.  

Braving the elements for a 

street surgery with Paul 

Sweeney MP. 

At Rutherglen Lawn Tennis 

Club with Cllr Margaret Cowie. 

Open surgery with Cllr 

Margaret Cowie and Cllr 

Martin Lennon in Rutherglen. 
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